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Ok so if I’m being the honest the impossible has happened—I’m starting to feel at a loss for 

words. Like everyone else, I’m incredibly affected by what’s happening in the world. Sometimes 

I have laser focus and other times I’m all over the place.  

 

But to be fair this thesis was unruly at a time when we could be outside. It was always pretty 

ambitious: Is it about the oppression of the Irish and Black Americans in film and literature, in 

just film, about post-colonialist pain and oppression on both sides of the Atlantic, about pain and 

oppression for both groups on film, about the exploitation of said groups’ naked bodies on film, 

about the bodies of the victims in Steve McQueen films, or about the oppressed male body in 

Hunger, 12 Years a Slave and Shame? That run-on sentence is my brain on Steve McQueen 

juice. Suffice to say I’m a having an even more difficult time than usual completely focusing on 

what my focus should be.  

 

And, I’m a bit teary-eyed writing this, I’m overwhelmed by the incredibly helpful and thoughtful 

support and guidance I’ve received from all of my professors and mentors at UCC. Like I’ve 

been to A LOT of schools and not one of them compares to this special place.  

 

After getting some insanely helpful feedback on my thesis ideas this morning I had SO much 

extra reading and parsing down of suggested material to do. I’d thought I was done-ish, like, but 

no, I kind of had to start from scratch. Eventually I realized I could be at this forever as I found 

one rabbit hole after another, and I decided to just be satisfied knowing that this is a START to 

my research and that I’ll have way more time, hopefully in a better world, to lose myself happily 

on the journey. For now, I just have to present on SOME of the things I’ve found. 

 

I may be going a bit rogue here by actually explaining every reason why I think the below texts 

will play a role in my thesis, but that’s the most focused way I can think to do it right now.  

 

Also, as a poet, I’m ok with writing like 30,000 words as a draft and then editing it down to half 

of that. That’s the best part. 

 

Starter Texts 

Attwood, David, director. Stuart A Life Backwards. HBO, 2008. 

This is a Tom Hardy film in which his naked body is used to show his powerlessness in the 

world. I will use it in direct contract to Bronson, where Hardy’s naked body is used to showcase 

male power.  

Berlatsky, Noah. “How 12 Years a Slave Gets History Right: By Getting It Wrong.” The 

Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 28 Oct. 2013, 

www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2013/10/how-em-12-years-a-slave-em-gets-

history-right-by-getting-it-wrong/280911/. 

http://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2013/10/how-em-12-years-a-slave-em-gets-history-right-by-getting-it-wrong/280911/
http://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2013/10/how-em-12-years-a-slave-em-gets-history-right-by-getting-it-wrong/280911/


An article that critiques (which Professor Alex Davis brought up in his feedback) the reliability 

of the “facts” presented in 12 Years a Slave. Professor Davis didn’t reference this exact article, 

but I think it’s incredibly helpful from the American point of view.  

Byrne, Brendan, director. Bobby Sands: 66 Days . Canvas, 2016. 

This is an obvious addition to my work as it’s a documentary about the life of Sands as opposed 

to the dramatized McQueen film Hunger, which is one of my primary texts.  

Carney, Sean. Brecht and Critical Theory: Dialectics and Contemporary Aesthetics. Routledge, 

2005. 

This very much ties into the dramatization of empathy and pain. It’s about the absolute opposite 

of empathy which I think will be helpful to explore thanks to Dr. Etienne.  

Cherniavsky, Eva. “The Romance of the Subaltern in the Twilight of Citizenship.” The Global 

South, vol. 1, no. 1, 2007, pp. 75–83. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/40339231. Accessed 

11 Jan. 2020. 

 

Dr. Monahan asked me to think about Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak's essay "Can the Subaltern 

Speak?" when considering my premise. I confided that I’d tried to read that text many times and 

just couldn’t get through it so he suggested working around it and this text is the result of that 

inquiry.  

Coomasaru, Edwin. “Emaciating Machismo: Masculinity, Murals and Memorialising Hunger 

Strikes.” The Irish Times, The Irish Times, 5 May 2016, 

www.irishtimes.com/culture/books/emaciating-machismo-masculinity-murals-and-

memorialising-hunger-strikes-1.2636109. 

Tying colonialism, the male body and oppression into a nice package.  

Cronenberg, David, director. The Fly. 20th Century Fox, 1986. 

Dr. Etienne asked me to look at the works of Cronenberg as he’d very much been aligned with 

the grotesque body in the 1990’s.  

Dunn, Jamie. “Full Frontal: Why the Fuss over Chris Pine's 'Dazzling' Penis?” The Guardian, 

Guardian News and Media, 23 Oct. 2018, www.theguardian.com/film/2018/oct/23/chris-

pine-penis-nudity-outlaw-king. 

I’m not sure this needs more explanation.  

Esslin, Martin “The Theatre of the Absurd” The Tulane Drama Review, Vol. 4, No. 4 (May, 

1960), pp. 3-15 Published by: The MIT Press Stable URL: 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/1124873 . Accessed: 20/11/2013 01:44 
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Another important take on the distancing of an audience from its on-stage actors and the 

implications of doing that as opposed to drawing the audience in through their emotions.  

Gay, Roxane. “Where Are the Serious Movies About Non-Suffering Black People?” Vulture, 

Vulture, 6 Nov. 2013, www.vulture.com/2013/11/12-years-a-slave-black-oscar-bait-

essay.html. 

I think that 12 Years A Slave’s on-screen pain is an important political stance. Gay disagrees and 

it’s always important to bring dissenting opinions into this mix.  

González-Arias, Luz Mar. “Ageing Iconography: Non-Normative Representations of the Irish 

Maternal Body.” Nordic Irish Studies, vol. 17, no. 1, 2018, pp. 175–192. JSTOR, 

www.jstor.org/stable/26657505. Accessed 13 Jan. 2020. 

 

This could be an important text focusing on patriarchy and nudity.  

 

Holland, Timothy. “Cronenberg’s anesthetics (virtual flesh).” New Review of Film and 

Television Studies,15:2, 141-151, 2017 DOI: 10.1080/17400309.2017.1303234 

 

Another take on Cronenberg that I could use in comparison to McQueen.  

 

Maggio, J. “‘Can the Subaltern Be Heard?": Political Theory, Translation, Representation, and 

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak.” Alternatives: Global, Local, Political, vol. 32, no. 4, 2007, 

pp. 419–443. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/40645229. Accessed 11 Jan. 2020. 

 

One of the easier (more readable) texts in helping to digest Spivak.  

 

McCann, Fiona. “Embodying Resistance: The Poetry of Bobby Sands.” Études Irlandaises: 

Enjeux contemporains en études irlandaises – In Memoriam Paul Brennan vol. 40, no. 1, 

2015, pp. 325-337, https://doi.org/10.4000/etudesirlandaises.4626 

 

An absolute must to be used as a primary Sands text.  

McQueen, Steve, director. 12 Years A Slave. Fox Searchlight Pictures, 2013. 

Primary text. 

McQueen, Steve, director. Shame. Fox Searchlight Pictures, 2011. 

Primary text. 

McQueen, Steve, director. Hunger. Icon Film Distribution, 2008. 

Primary text. 

http://www.vulture.com/2013/11/12-years-a-slave-black-oscar-bait-essay.html
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Meban, Alan. “Film Review – Bobby Sands: 66 Days.” Slugger O'Toole, 19 July 2016, 

sluggerotoole.com/2016/07/19/film-review-bobby-sands-66-days/. 

Another point of view on Sands and his history in Ireland. 

Morin, Emilie. Beckett's Political Imagination. Cambridge University Press, 2017. 

Another point of view on Beckett and his play with audience distance. 

O'Neill, Peter D., and David Lloyd. The Black and Green Atlantic: Cross-Currents of the African 

and Irish Diasporas. Palgrave Macmillan, 2009. 

As suggested by Dr. O’Connor, a text exploring the relationship between Irish and Black 

Americans. 

Parker, Alan, director. Mississippi Burning. Columbia Tristar Home Vidéo, 1988. 

Dr. Monahan suggested I watch this as an example of possible Black American torture porn. He 

didn’t offer an opinion but just asked that I form my own. 

Refn, Nicolas Winding, director. Bronson. Magnet Releasing, 2008. 

I’ve talked about this film and its effect on me so much that I blush a bit at this point, but it’s an 

example of male nudity that I don’t think we get a lot of as the nudity represents power and not 

shame. 

Sudhanva Deshpande. “Subaltern Fantasies.” Economic and Political Weekly, vol. 38, no. 23, 

2003, pp. 2310–2311. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/4413660. Accessed 11 Jan. 2020. 

 

Another take on the subaltern.  

Wood, Marcus. Slavery, Empathy, and Pornography. Oxford University Press, 2002. 

About the exploitation of Black American pain.  

Yeats, W. B. The Collected Plays of W.B. Yeats: New Edition with Five Additional Plays. The 

Macmillan Company, 1953. 

As Yeats wrote about fasting as an Irish tradition, his work is important to speak to the political 

power of pain (in general, but I will specifically focus on Bobby Sands and Hunger). 

Vary, Adam B. “Inside The Most Unforgettable Scene In ‘12 Years A Slave.’” BuzzFeed, 

BuzzFeed, 19 Oct. 2013, www.buzzfeed.com/adambvary/inside-the-most-unforgettable-

scene-in-12-years-a-slave. 

Another take on exploitation as a device used in 12 Years A Slave.   

http://www.buzzfeed.com/adambvary/inside-the-most-unforgettable-scene-in-12-years-a-slave
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